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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 18602 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MPOL, MASS, LY, UR, AG, SY 

SUB J : SOVIET MILITARY FOCUSES ON THE MIDDLE EAST 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 17441 

1 . PRAVDA AND OTHER CENTRAL PAPERS DEC 28 REPORT THAT DEFENSE 
MINISTER USTINOV MET ON DEC 27 WITH SYRIAN CHIEF OF STAFF, 
GENERAL SHIHABI, WHO IS IN MOSCOW ON A VISIT. THE TWO WERE 
REPORTED TO HAVE HELD "A WARM, FRIENDLY CONVERSATION ON 
QUESTIONS OF MUTUAL INTEREST." 
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2. RED STAR OF DEC 28 REPORTS BRIEFLY ON THE VISIT 

TO LIBYA AND ALGERIA OF DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENSE, 

MARSHAL OF THE SOVIET UNION OGARKOV. WHILE IN LIBYA 
OGARKOV MET WITH QADHAFI, WITH WHOM HE HELD "AN 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON QUESTIONS OF MUTUAL INTEREST,” 

AND IN ALGERIA OGARKOV MET WITH BOUMEDIENNE, WITH 
WHOM HE HELD A "WARM, FRIENDLY CONVERSATION ON SEVERAL 
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QUESTIONS OF INTEREST TO BOTH SIDES." 

3. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST WE HAVE HEARD OF THE 
VISIT OF THE SYRIAN CHIEF OF STAFF. FACT THAT HE WAS 
ACCOMPANIED BY SYRIAN ARMY SUPPLY CHIEF, GENERAL 
M.A. MUBAIED, AND THAT SOVIET ATTENDEES INCLUDED 
V.G. MOROZOV OF THE STATE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS, WHO REGULARLY ATTENDS ARMS 
TRANSFER DISCUSSIONS, CLEARLY INDICATES THAT THE 
QUESTION OF SOVIET ARMS AID WAS CENTRAL TO THE CONVER- 
SATIONS. IN THE SYRIAN CASE, MOSCOW PROMISED SUCH AID 
TO SYRIA WHEN SYRIAN FONMIN KHADDAM WAS HERE IN 
NOVEMBER (REFTEL). ALSO, "QUESTIONS OF MUTUAL 
INTEREST" IS THE STANDARD EUPHEMISM FOR ARMS SUPPLY 
DISCUSSIONS". 

4. JUDGING FROM THE REPORTS OF OGARKOV'S TWO 
CONVERSATIONS, THE ONE WITH QADHAFI WENT LESS 
WELL ("EXCHANGE OF VIEWS" USUALLY INDICATES DIFFER- 
ENCES), WHEREAS THE SOVIETS AND THE ALGERIANS APPARENTLY SAW 
MORE OR LESS EYE TO EYE. 
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